PROGRAM OF THE GAME THEORY SYMPOSIUM
The program committee consisted of David Blackwell, Chairman, H. F. Bohnenblust, Samuel Karlin, and Harold Kuhn.
All sessions of the Symposium will meet in Room 5200 of the Mathematical Sciences Building Registration headquarters will be maintained on the first floor of Memorial Classroom Building from 9:00A.M., Friday, through noon Saturday. There will be a banquet Friday at 7:00 P.M., the charge being $2.50 per person. Coffee (free) will be served throughout the meeting in the registration room. Conveniently located classrooms will be available for informal conferences. The F acuity Lounge in Ashe Administration Building, and the facilities of the Student Club, including cafeteria, will be available to members of the Society and their guests. Sessions for the presentation of contributed papers will be held at 3:15P.M. Friday and 10:00 A.M. Saturday. If· necessary, there will be special sessions for the presentation of contributed papers which failed to meet the deadline. If such sessions are held, they will be publicized by a special program available at the registration desk.
Members of the Society and their friends are invited to a tea which will be held in the Student Union immediately following the sessions on Friday afternoon. A dinner is planned for Friday night.
The registration desk will be in the lobby of Stewart Hall, which is located east of the Student Union on Hitt Street. Parking will be available in University parking lots across Hitt Street from the Student Union. Those who attend the meetings are requested to register at any time from 10:00 A.M. until noon and from 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. Friday, and from 9:30 until noon on Saturday.
There follows a list of hotels and motels with their minim urn prices. Members are urged to make early reservations directly with the hotel and motel. The hotels are within walking distance of Stewart Hall. The motels are on Highway 40 about two to three miles from the campus. There is to be an annual business meeting at 3:15P.M. on January 29. The Council will meet at 3:15P.M. on Tuesday, january 28, and the Trustees the following morning at 10:00 A.M. As usual, there will be an Employment Register throughout the course of the meeting.
The above items are familiar enough from the past history of an annual meeting to deserve no additional emphasis. What is extraordinary about the coming meeting is that it is to be held in a hotel and hence is unusual in the history of the Society. Lecture rooms have been engaged within the hotel itself. Members of the Society are urged to make early reservations, with the Sheraton -Gibson Hotel in Cincinnati, Ohio, identifying themselves as members. Under contract with various universities, the Office of Naval Research plans to continue its support of a number of postdoctoral research associateships in pure mathematics. The contracts will provide a salary of $5,000 for the academic year and an allowance for incidental expenses, ineluding travel.
Appointments will be made on a competitive basis. Sole consideration will be given to the merits of the proposed research and the itbility of the applicant as supported by letters of recommendation. (I) a predoctoral fellowship program for which college seniors and graduate science students may apply;
(2) a postdoctoral fellowship program for scientists who have already received the doctoral degree; (3) a senior postdoctoral fellowship program for candidates who have held the science doctorate for a minimum of five years; and (4) a science faculty fellowship program for college teachers of science who wish to improve their competence as teachers. Approximately 1000 awards will be made in the Foundation fellowship programs in March 1958. National Science Foundation fellowships are awarded to American citizens who have shown special aptitude in science and who will begin or continue their studies at the graduate or postdoctoral level. Under the broadened program fellowships will be awarded in the mathematical, physical, medical, biological, engineering, and other sciences, including anthropology, psychology (other than clinical), geography, certain interdisciplinary fields, and areas of convergence between the natural and social sciences.
Fellows will be selected on the basis of ability as evidenced by letters of recommendation, academic records and other evidence of attainment. Applicants for the predoctoral fellowships are required to take the Graduate Record Examination. Candidates' qualifications will be evaluated by carefully chosen panels of scientists established by the National Academy of Sciences-National Research Council and the Association of American Colleges. Final selection of Fellows will be made by the National Science Foundation.
Stipends for National Science Foundation fellowships vary with the academic status of the Fellows. First year Fellows--students entering graduate school for the first time or those who have had less than one year of graduate study--will receive annual stipends of $1,600. Fellows who need one final academic year of training for the doctor's degree will receive annual stipends of $2,000. Fellows between these groups will receive stipends at the rate of $1,800 annually. The stipends for regular postdoctoral Fellows will be $3,800 per year. Dependency allowances will be made to all married Fellows. Tuition and laboratory fees and limited travel allowances will also be provided.
Senior postdoctoral Fellows and Science F acuity Fellows are awarded stipends adjusted to match as closely as feasible the regular salaries of the award recipients up to a maximum of $10,000 per year. A travel allowance is also usually made available.
National Science Foundation Fellows may attend any accredited nonprofit institution of higher education in the United States or similar institution abroad.
Applications for the 1958-1959 National Science Foundation graduate and regular postdoctoral fellowship program may be obtained from the Fellowship Office, National Academy of Sciences- NEW MEMOIR. MEMOIRS No. 27, by Emery Thomas, is now available. It is entitled "THE GENERALIZED PONTRJAGIN COHO-MOLOGY OPERATIONS AND RINGS WITH DIVIDED POWERS". The list price of this MEMOIR is $1.70 with the usual 25o/o discount to members of the Society. The purpose of this MEMOIR is to show the relation between the algebraic concept of a ring with divided powers and the generalized Pontrjagin cohomology operations, previously defined by the author. The first main theorem asserts roughly that the cohomology ring of a space, using as coefficients a ring with divided powers, is itself a (bi -graded) ring with divided powers. The other main result is a statement of the way in which the generalized Pontrjagin operations behave on certain cup-products. Finally, an appendix gives some simple calculations of these cohomology operations.
LIMITATIONS ON MEMBERS' SUBSCRIPTIONS. The Council and the Trustees have ruled that an individual member of the Society residing in North America is entitled to only one subscription to each of the journals at the members' prices. Of course, he may order as many additional subscriptions at list prices as he desires.
In connection with members' subscriptions, the attention of the members is invited to the item which appeared in the October 1957 NOTICES, which outlined a policy in the case of memberships and subscriptions at members' prices paid for by business corporations in the name of individuals. Such a membership is considered to be an irrevocable and non-transferrable gift of the employer to the individual. An individual membership cannot be "owned" by the employer in any sense of the word.
A LIST OF CHAIRMEN OF DEPARTMENTS OF MATHEMATICS has been compiled and is now available upon request at the Headquarters Offices of the Society at 190 Hope Street, Providence 6, Rhode Island. SOME IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS appear at the end of this issue of the NOTICES under MEMORANDA TO MEMBERS.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. The Executive Director has been asked to publish the following condensed version of his Annual Report to the Council for the fiscal year 1956-57.
The report was focused on the enormous increase which has recently taken place in the financial requirements of the Society, and on the steps which have been taken to meet this situation.
The picture as to expenses is as follows:
The expenses of the BULLETIN, PROCEEDINGS, and TRANS-ACTIONS, have increased by 67% over the last four years. (The budget in the current fiscal year is about $90,000 .) Printing bills alone have increased by 63%.
The expenses of MATHEMATICAL REVIEWS have doubled in the last four years. The figure for the current year is $133,650.
The total subsidies to outside journals have increased by 2-1/2 times in the last four years.
Total expenses chargeable to the General Funds (these are the expenses of the central programs of the Society), have increased by 76% over the last four years. The current annual outlay in this category is about $3 25,000.
The total expense budget of the Society has increased by 95% over the last four years, and at present stands at $462,000.
A question arises at once as to whether the higher levels of expenditure have resulted in more productivity. The Society's program is chiefly concerned with maintaining channels of communications (both oral and written) between mathematicians. Therefore it is hard to select a good index of productivity. A reasonable measure might be the total number of pages published in all copies of the books and journals per year. In the calendar year 1954, the Society published about 14,800,000 pages and in the calendar year 1957, it published 22,400,000 pages. This is an increase of over 50o/o, so the increases in expenses cannot be ascribed merely to mounting unit costs.
Fortunately it has been possible to expand current income from year to year rapidly enough to balance the rising expenses. This has been done without raising the individual dues, although almost all other professional societies have done so. In fact, the Society's. individual dues have stayed at the same level for almost ten years. On top of this, the Trustees have at the same time held the line on all journal subscription prices to members and in fact for the current calendar year have even reduced the members' subscription prices to the TRANSACTIONS and PROCEEDINGS~
The increase in income has been accomplished with some loss of stability because a larger proportion of the total income is now obtained from the Government than used to be the case. In the little table below, broad categories of the income credited to the general funds in the fiscal year 1954 are compared with the expected income in the current fiscal year. It will be noted that the proportion of support obtained from dues, including institutional and corporate dues, has fallen off, as might be expected because the individual dues have not been raised. The major increases in income have come through increased sales of journals and books and the inauguration of the sale of advertising. In various sales promotion campaigns, the Headquarters Offices have sent out some 25,000 direct mail solicitations within the past year alone. MATHEMATICAL REVIEWS is by far the most expensive single project of the Society. Its financing has always been somewhat insecure. The Government has been asked in recent years to match the income which MATHEMATICAL REVIEWS itself generates. Through energetic efforts the Society has succeeded in doubling over the last four years the income which the journal generates. Currently there are some difficulties in negotiating for the Government's share, as is only understandable in view of the current Congressional economy drive and the higher level of support which must be requested.
There has been some criticism of the Society for leaning so much on the Government for financial support. On the other hand, the Government fraction of general funds income (see the above table) is not as large as in the case of a number of major universities, and certainly the Society should get some credit for boosting its nonGovernment income by 40 to 50 percent in four years without even raising its dues and member subscription prices.
The Executive Director is not optimistic about the outlook for further increase in non-Government income, although he promises to keep trying to develop further sources. Regular contributions from business corporations are often mentioned as an important potential source of new non-Government funds. Corporate memberships are already under development, and it may very well be that in the future they will play a significant role in the financing of the Society. But if the Society sticks to its present program without any extensions into the field of education or into the applications, it seems dangerous to depend too heavily upon the possibility of substantial corporate contributions. It must be remembered that under present circumstances, corporate support must be justified solely on the basis that it constitutes very long-range support of basic research, and it takes a far-sighted and public-spirited corporation to see its way clear to use its funds in such a manner.
In conclusion, the Executive Director wishes to say that although he feels that the Society has accomplished a financial feat of some magnitude over the last four years, nevertheless he should get no undue credit for this accomplishment. All management problems of the Society are attacked on a teamwork basis. Dr. Sigurdur Helgason of Princeton University has been appointed to an assistant professorship at the University of Chicago.
Assistant Professor A. P. Hillman of the State College of Washington has been appointed to an assistant professorship at the University of Santa Clara.
Associate Professor C. M. Jensen of Augustana College has been appointed to an associate professorship at Mankato State College.
Mr. J, R. Johnson, Jr. of Duke University has been appointed to an assistant professorship at Wake Forest College.
Dr. J. B. Johnston of Cornell University has been appointed to an assistant professorship at the University of Kansas City.
Dr. Martin Krakowski of California Research Corporation has accepted a position as senior engineer with Radio Corporation of America, Camden, New Jersey.
Visiting Assistant Professor Masatake Kuranishi of the University of Chicago has been appointed a research associate at Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Dr. G. F. Leger, Jr. of Syracuse University has been appointed to an assistant professorship at the University of Pittsburgh.
MEMORANDA TO MEMBERS TRANSFER OF ABSTRACTS TO NOTICES
Beginning in 1958, abstracts of papers presented at meetings of the Society will be printed in the NOTICES, instead of the BULLETIN. The NOTICES will be given volume numbers, as well as issue numbers, and at the end of the year bound volumes will be available for purchase. As soon as appropriate routines can be worked out, abstracts of papers presented in person will appear in the same issue of the NOTICES as the program of the meeting at which the paper is presented.
Also beginning in 1958, a new department of short announcements will be inaugurated in the BULLE TIN. It is planned that these shall be similar in length and character to those which have appeared in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. The Council of the Society will act as board of referees, receiving papers directly from the authors. Accepted papers will be published with the name of the referee.
A further announcement concerning the details of this new feature of the BULLETIN will be forthcoming in the near future.
John W. Green, Secretary American Mathematical Society LETTERS TO THE EDITOR DEPARTMENT OF THE NOTICES
The Council of the Society has directed that there shall be a new department of the NOTICES in which communications from the members and other persons interested in the Society shall be published. This feature will be inaugurated at once, as soon as material becomes available.
The purpose of the new department is to provide a forum for discussions of the programs of the Society, and a method for communicating information of interest to the membership. Questions concerning matters of scholarship, such as those relating to the location of primary references, will be welcomed.
The Council has instructed the Editor of the NOTICES not to allow the new department to be used for quick publication of mathematical results, and not to accept criticism of specific individual papers or of specific individual reviews in MATHEMATICAL RE-VIEWS or elsewhere. Thus a letter protesting against what the writer feels to be an unfair review in MATHEMATICAL REVIEWS of his or someone else's results is not eligible. There will be no editing of any letter, except for correction of obvious minor misprints, without direct negotiations with the writer.
The deadline for each issue of the NOTICES for all letters and news items is the same as the deadline for abstracts, as announced on the inside front cover page of earlier issues.
